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OVERVIEW
Philadelphia is undergoing a new era of growth and opportunity and the district around 30th Street Station is at the forefront of this renais-
sance. Philadelphia reversed its decades-long trend of population decline in 2010. Since then, the city has grown each year and has one of 
the highest growth rates of millennials among US cities. This has led to a development boom throughout the city; however, a stark gap in 
the urban fabric exists at the rivers’ edge, where 88 acres of rail yards converge at 30th Street Station. Since the station’s construction in 
1933, no fewer than five plans and dozens of smaller studies have laid out visions for rail yard development at 30th Street Station, but each, 
for reasons of time, place, and circumstance, fell short of their target. Something is different today, however: the economic, institutional, 
and civic realities in University City suggest a realistic and compelling path forward.  

PHILADELPHIA 30TH STREET STATION
30th Street Station is the third busiest Amtrak station in the country, houses direct connections to 
SEPTA and NJ Transit, and is a nexus for dozens of local and regional bus, subway and trolley routes, 
which bring tens of thousands of people to University City and Center City every day. Over the next 
three decades, renewed interest in rail travel will bring twice as many people and increased activity to 
this already bustling transportation hub. Few districts around the world offer the characteristics of the 
30th Street Station District—a location adjacent to premier healthcare and education institution, close 
proximity to Center City, access to the Schuylkill River, large assemblages of land and connectivity to 
one of the most important intermodal hubs on the Northeast Corridor. 

In 2016, Amtrak, together with several partner organizations, elected officials, transportation users and 
the general public, completed the Philadelphia 30th Street Station District Plan, a two-year planning ef-
fort to create a vision for the 30th Street Station District in the year 2050 and beyond. The District Plan 
provides a road map towards a world-class, well-integrated 30th Street Station anchoring a dynamic, 
connected and inviting neighborhood, an incredible gateway for Philadelphia, and a center for new 
economic growth and opportunity. 
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Cities across the nation are seeing an urban renewal with both the 
millennial and baby boomer generations flocking to cities to work, 
live and play. This population influx is demanding more walkable 
communities with vibrant arts and cultural resources, and most 
importantly, access to multimodal transportation hubs. With seven 
of the top 10 busiest stations located along the Northeast Corridor, 
this increased demand is straining aging infrastructure already at or 
near capacity. To address both these opportunities and challenges, 
Amtrak has initiated a portfolio-wide, corporate program focused 
on innovative asset monetization strategies and infrastructure re-
investment at its major stations including Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Chicago, New York and Washington, D.C.

Amtrak is advancing planning for the redevelopment of Philadel-
phia 30th Street Station with a solicitation for a Master Developer 
partnership. The goal of the Master Developer partnership is to at-
tract a visionary team made up of world-class architects, engineers 
and developers to maximize the value of Amtrak’s portfolio of real 
estate assets at 30th Street Station. When realized, the Master De-
velopment should be a bold, fully integrated mixed-

use urban district with a vibrant transportation hub situated at its 
core. The results will be enhanced connectivity, improved custom-
er experience for all station users, and stimulated ridership and 
revenue. 

A Master Developer will be selected for all aspects of project deliv-
ery that may include planning, design, construction, financing, and 
select operations/maintenance, with a scope to include the poten-
tial development of the station retail, the station’s office towers, 
the Amtrak railyards and other Amtrak real estate assets. With sig-
nificant work completed as part of the 30th Street Station District 
Plan, Amtrak is moving forward with a two-step solicitation, includ-
ing a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) due in the summer of 2017, 
followed by a Request for Proposals (RFP) that will be issued to a 
short-list of qualified Master Developer teams. 

As the Master Development process proceeds, Amtrak will con-
tinue its engagement with stakeholders, including elected officials, 
community organizations, businesses, commuters, intercity rail 
passengers and the general public to ensure a collaborative and 
transparent process.  
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Few districts around the world offer the character-
istics of the 30th Street Station District—a location 
adjacent to premier healthcare and education  
institution, close proximity to Center City, access to 
the Schuylkill River, large assemblages of land and 
connectivity to one of the most important intermo-
dal hubs on the Northeast Corridor. 

Above: Completed in 2016, the Philadelphia 30th Street Station District Plan lays out a vision for the next 35 years and provides the framework for goals 
of the Master Development Program.


